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                                               AGM Report 

 
The last twelve months was an excellent period for Leinster Tennis with our Interprovincial Teams 
winning all four events. Special thanks are due to the host clubs Irvinestown, Monkstown, 
Sunday’s Well and Galway who looked after our teams and supporters so well. The Leinster teams 
were ably led by non-playing captains John McGahon, Christine Treston, Michael Nugent, Neil 
Wilson and Audrey Bolger.   
 
The Junior Development Committee led by the Vice President of Leinster, Maria O’Callaghan, is 
one of the hardest working sub-committees in Leinster. They worked closely with Stephen Nugent, 
the Leinster Performance Director, and the Leinster Squads have grown to 180 players with 11 
squads based in Dublin and 4 regional squads in Kilkenny and Dundalk. During the Covid-19 
shutdown Stephen Nugent and John McGahon continued to provide weekly online workouts, yoga 
and tactical exercises to assist the squads with their continued development. They also provided a 
series of interviews with professional players including Jamie Murray. Most of these services were 
made available to clubs for sharing with their club members.   
 
Unfortunately, Stephen is moving on from Leinster and we would like to wish him the very best in 
his future career and to express our gratitude for his services to Leinster Tennis. He leaves Leinster 
in a very healthy position and with a clear strategy for the future development of our players. 
 
April 2019 saw the first Ireland Tour Weekend with multi-match events for all categories of players 
run by Co. Wicklow, Glasnevin, Glenageary, Lansdowne, Rathgar and Wicklow. The Junior 
Committee are very appreciative of all of the clubs and schools that hosted and organised 
matchplays, leagues, Tennis 10s and Phoenix Events. 
 
Nickie Coffey organised a series of very successful Senior Regional Leagues in 2019.  The South and 
North Leinster Spring leagues saw more clubs and teams involved with extra divisions added. Plans 
to expand the league to include West Leinster had to be shelved for the time being due to Covid 
19 but we are confident that there will be sufficient interest to establish this as soon as free travel 
around Leinster is appropriate. 
 
Parks Tennis was established in Leinster over 40 years ago and during that time has been 
responsible for the introduction of tennis, with coaching, to many thousands of children 
nationwide. In Leinster we had over 11,000 children playing in 76 venues in 2019. Kay Lonergan & 
Brendan Moran continue to direct the programme with the able assistance of Austin Pender. The 
normal summer programme has been suspended but two-week summer camps in twelve venues 
are taking place. 
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The Enjoy Tennis programme, which started in Leinster in 2016, now has over 1,200 participants in 
more than 80 clubs across Ireland. In the last 12 months, there has been expansion in Leinster, 
with new clubs signing up as well as extra opportunities for people with disabilities not previously 
catered for. Included were programmes for Junior Autism in Wexford, Dundalk and Bettystown 
and Junior Wheelchair tennis in Greystones and Naas. In addition, there is now a Leinster 
Performance Squad for players with intellectual disabilities based in Carrickmines. Liam  
O’Donohoe continues to be the driving force behind this programme, and he is ably supported by 
Peter Farrell, Ciara Baguley and Anne Marie Breen. 
 
John Ryan took over from Rory Wilson as Children / Designated Liaison Person for Leinster 
Tennis following the 2019 Leinster AGM. His focus for the year has been on raising awareness of 
the legal and statutory requirements under the Children’s First Act and to improve child and 
vulnerable persons safeguarding arrangements in all Leinster affiliated clubs. He works closely 
with Roger Geraghty, Tennis Ireland National Children’s Officer and with the Leinster RDOs Tara 
Congdon and Peter Farrell. 
 
The date for all clubs to comply with this legislation is September 2020. A series of presentations 
to all Leinster Tennis Clubs was planned for the first half of 2020 and while two of these were 
completed in Carlow and Leixlip the remainder were concluded via Zoom meetings. 
 
Leinster Branch has been very active over the past year using Social Media as a platform to 
increase awareness of what we do as a Council. In the last 12 months, Leinster Tennis expanded 
the level of contact with players and Clubs via Facebook, Twitter, the Leinster website and 
Instagram was added as a method of communication in the past 2 months. 
 
Instagram had accumulated over 100 followers within the first 4 days. Facebook continues to have 
strong coverage with over 4,000 post engagements in the past month. The Leinster Tennis website 
has over 45,000 visits per month. 
 
With regard to marketing, we are happy to announce that we have recently commenced a 
partnership with the National Dairy Council who are providing Leinster Tennis with advice on 
health and nutrition for tennis players. We thank them very much for their support and their 
confidence in tennis. 
 
Our Leinster Veteran players performed exceptionally well in the National and local Veteran 
events held in all four Provinces. There were plenty of winners and some great performances at all 
age groups. The Irish National Team was selected based on the results of National Indoors held in 
Belfast, the Irish Open in Clontarf, and The Irish Close in Limerick. Over 40 Leinster players, in all 
age groups, were selected to play in the 2020 ITF events. Unfortunately, due to Covid 19, all 
events have since been cancelled.   
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Our Regional Development Officers, Peter Farrell and Tara Congdon, continue to be a valuable 
resource that many clubs have called on over the past year. They are always happy to assist with 
programmes for Club Development, Open Days, Competitions, Grant Applications and Child 
Safeguarding. Over the last 12 months, they have been in contact with a large number of Leinster 
Clubs. Peter was particularly pleased to see two of his Clubs achieve the Clubmark in 2019 – 
Wexford Harbour & Boat Cub and Lansdowne received a Gold Award and Bronze Award 
respectively. 
 
The plans for the UCD Centre of Excellence are progressing and it will eventually become the 
home of Leinster Tennis. The Tennis Centre will accommodate 6 to 8 indoor courts with provision 
for four outdoor courts.  The facility will be available for all of the best emerging talent in Ireland 
and not only for UCD students. The project, which will be part of a larger sports development, has 
the active support of a Leinster benefactor who has committed a seven figure sum to the 
development and Leinster has earmarked a substantial sum, built up over many years, for the 
provision of indoor facilities . 
 
The Leinster Treasurer, Tom Shelly, reported that Leinster ended 2019 in a strong position with a 
surplus of income over expenditure. During the period, Leinster provided essential financial 
support for two of our touring players - Simon Carr and Ammar Elamin. Tom also organised two 
seminars for Leinster Club Treasurers to provide a platform to discuss the impact of Covid 19 on 
the finances of clubs. 
 
A Clublink Programme, set up in 2018, to allow the Leinster Branch to engage more closely with 
the Clubs, led to a series of Zoom Meetings which virtually every club attended. In addition, the   
Leinster President, David Spillane, hosted a number of Return to Play Protocol Zoom Meetings and 
again we were gratified with the level of response from the Clubs. 
 
Two members of the 2019/2020 Council stepped down this year - Noirin McKenna (Sutton) and 
Garbhan O’Nuallain (Greystones) and we would like to take this opportunity to thank them for 
their service. I would also like to acknowledge the extensive work of our Past President, Nickie 
Coffey, who resigned earlier this year. Nickie represented Leinster on the Board of Tennis Ireland 
where she was the Convenor of the Competitions Committee and also made a significant 
contribution to the development of the Leinster Branch during her time on the Council. 
 
The Leinster Council continues to be very ably and loyally supported in their efforts by Clare 
Morris, Julie-Ann Hudson, Rosa Stephens and by our RDOs - Tara Congdon and Peter Farrell. 
 
The Leinster Council also wishes to acknowledge the support received from Richard Fahey, CEO, 
and all the staff in Tennis Ireland. 
 
Mary Goodman 
Hon. Secretary, Leinster Tennis 
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