
 
 
 
 

CONNACHT BRANCH REPORT  

 

The Connacht Branch Council met once each quarter of the year culminating in our 

AGM in February 2020.  

 

Connacht has 7 fully affiliated clubs and a number of others in various stages of 

affiliation. An estimated 800 players in our clubs enjoy tennis all year round. Under the 

stewardship of our Enjoy Tennis Development Officer, there are an additional 63 

players participating in the Connacht Enjoy Tennis programme, with a strategic plan 

developed and in place that aims to increase the number of clubs and players to 120 

players at 11 clubs by 2021. We currently have 2 indoor facilities, in Galway TC and 

Castlebar TC. 

 

Development Strategy 2020 

The Connacht Branch in consultation with Olwyn O’Toole, our regional development 

officer, have prioritised certain aspects of club development for 2020 for Connacht. 

Child Protection, improved communication with our clubs, gaining and retaining 

members, and making affiliation achievable particularly with our smaller clubs are our 

priorities.  

 

Safeguarding and child protection in our clubs was prioritised over the course of the 

year. To that end, all clubs now have a CPO who can report to the Connacht Branch 

CPO. We are currently developing a system to ensure that risk assessment is regularly 

checked in our clubs. All affiliated clubs were represented at the safeguarding zoom 

meetings in 2020. The Branch are also required to publish a comprehensive 

safeguarding statement which is now ready to go.  

 

Olwyn and the Connacht coaching team delivered tennis blitz programmes and 

curriculum time coaching blocks in 61 schools in 2019, with 231 teachers accessing 

lesson plans. The result for the province was that 202 juniors followed on and became 

club members. Clubs also gained funding for other projects that are resulting in 

increased membership including the Age and Opportunity grants and Community 

Integration fund. 

 

Unfortunately clubs were forced to close due to Covid 19 in March. However during 

this time the branch introduced a Connacht Newsletter and communication strategy that 

was very well received across the province. All clubs attended zoom meetings and 

Olwyn developed risk assessments and a Covid poster series for clubs to use upon re-

opening. A huge amount of time was spent helping clubs on an individual and group 

basis to prepare for re-opening and we are glad that no major issues occurred during 

the return to play phases. This is down to the diligence and hard work of all clubs 

committee members and volunteers, and to the ongoing engagement between the clubs 

and the development officer during this time.  

 

Olwyn and Garrett Barry also introduced a weekly coaching zoom meeting that was 

attended by all Connacht coaches each week during lockdown to help assist with 



transitioning to online methods of communication including the highly successful 

Connacht Cyber Challenge, and to discuss how we could as a team make the most of 

our time off court. This meeting proved invaluable for a lot of coaches when it came to 

decisions on whether to return to work, how to access the Covid scheme and a number 

of other coach related issues. Covid 19 gave us the opportunity to engage with 100% 

of the clubs in Connacht and we look forward to continuing to grow tennis at all levels 

in the province.  

 

At a national level Olwyn and the Tennis Ireland Development Team used a portion of 

their time to create a suite of resources that are being offered to all club committees to 

help clubs to gain and retain members post Covid. The team delivered 2 Webinars to 

introduce all the resources that are available entitled ‘Opportunity from Adversity’, and 

this webinar was attended by 6 Connacht clubs.   

 

Competitive & Performance Tennis 

The Connacht Tournament calendar involves 4 interprovincial categories (from junior 

through to super-senior  teams), the Connacht League (inter-club matches), provincial 

junior matchplays and a relatively new Winter Singles Indoor Competition which 

pitches players against each other according to their level of play, regardless of gender 

or age. This particular Competition continues to grow in popularity from year to year 

and seems to be an exciting way forward in bringing the whole province together as 

one tennis playing community. 

 

At interprovincial level, Connacht continues to strive to be as competitive as our more 

heavily populated counterparts in Ireland. As interest increases, places on teams are 

heavily contested and the standard of our play as a result improves. With the Connacht 

Junior Squad Training (which takes place indoors on a weekly basis from September 

to June), there should be a constant supply of match-fit players for team selection in the 

years to come. 

 

Congratulations to players who have won a national title this year including Cliona 

Walsh, Eoghan Jennings, Nathan Slattery and to Realtin Stara who has won several 

grade 1 tournaments. Congratulations to all of our  seniors who have represented Ireland 

in 2019 Mark Smyth, , Deirdre Collins and Aoifin Shorten and to Donal Hegarty and 

Shane Spring who were due to represent Ireland in 2020 until lockdown intervened. 

Special congratulations to Shauna Heffernan who was selected to represent Ireland in 

the 2019 Fed Cup. 

 

Junior Vets Inter Pros - We would like to extend our thanks to those sponsors who have 

come on board to support our Junior Vets team. For 2019 our sponsors were Walker 

Healthcare, Allergan, Coll & Co. and Cabot Foods. Walker Healthcare and Cabot Foods 

have already offered to support this year's campaign. Big thanks to Aoifin Shorten for 

all of her work on this. The Junior Vets was held in Sundays Well in Cork in September 

with Gerry Smyth as N.P.C. Great event with Connacht taking 7 points over the 

weekend and extremely competitive in many more. 

 

Senior Inter Pros-This was held in Monkstown Dublin 09/10 August .Big thanks to 

Mary Ward for organizing and to Dee Collins our N.P.C and of course Dan Irmia who 

stepped in as her replacement due to family emergency during event. Thanks to all of 



our players who represented the province with pride and indeed great skill against some 

formidable opposition. 

 

Junior Inter pros - The 2019 Junior Interpros were held in Irvinestown on the 12th-15th 

August. A team of 5 girls and 5 boys competed against the other provinces in the U14 

and U18 events.  Alan McCormack was the non-playing captain.  Thanks again to Ciara 

Jennings for all of the work around organization and of course all of our younger players 

who represented Connacht with pride. Realtin Stara and Freya Heaney had great wins 

in u-14 v Leinster and Ulster respectively. In the U-18 Connacht won 4-2 v Ulster with 

wins from Nathan Slattery, Cliona Walsh, Roisin Murphy and Lauren Heapes and 

Natasja Merry in doubles. Cliona and Roisin had 2 further singles victories v Munster. 

 

Junior Tournaments in Connacht - 4 clubs hosted 6 Junior tournaments in Connacht last 

year, 2 Grade 1’s, 2 Grade 2’s and 2 Grade 3’s. All tournaments were well subscribed 

and we look forward to increasing the number of tournaments in the future. Big thanks 

due to all involved in running these events especialy.club coaches and committees. 

Westport tennis Club have just completed their Open Junior Event, the first junior event 

since Covid restrictions eased with an entry of 108 -.Fantastic effort and congratulations 

to everyone involved. 

 

Senior Tournaments in Connacht - 6 Senior tournament and 1 vets tournament were 

hosted by the following 5 clubs (Galway, Castlebar, Sligo, Claremorris and Ballina). 

There was a good mix of doubles and singles and all events were well attended with an 

average of 116 players in 6 senior events. Castlebar are the first club to host a senior 

event since the restrictions were eased with 129 players taking part. Again in the 

circumstances a great entry and a big thanks to everyone involved. 

 

Performance Officer Dan Irmia based in Castlebar has been appointed in this role and 

the Branch would like to take this opportunity to wish him all the best in the year ahead. 

 

Acknowledgements  

Connacht Tennis continues to grow and flourish in many of its guises, from tennis in 

schools to the various club development workshops, to an ever expanding Enjoy Tennis 

programme. Olwyn O'Toole is Connacht's Development Officer and expands on all of 

the province's projects for tennis in her reports at every meeting. On behalf of the 

Branch we would like to extend a big word of thanks to Olwyn for her continuing work 

on behalf of tennis in all of its guises in the province. 

 

We wish to extend big thanks to Ciara Jennings who is our rep to the Board Of Tennis 

Ireland. Also big thanks to Shane Spring who represented the Branch on the senior 

committee of T.I this year. This was the 1st time we have had a representative for quite 

some time. 

 

Many thanks also to Aoifin Shorten who serves on the Tennis Ireland National 

Competitions Committee that oversees the tournament calendar for all of Ireland in all 

age categories and seeks to promote match play for all.  

 

An exciting new development for the Branch this year was to be our new-look website. 

Unfortunately, due to Covid it has been put on the back burner but now that some 

normality has returned it is vital for the Branch going forward that this project is 



completed. We look forward to sharing more of our achievements with you when our 

website is complete. 

 

Finally, The Branch would like to extend our thanks to Tennis Ireland for their 

continued support around all tennis projects in Connacht and look forward to even 

greater improvements within the development and performance  of the game in the 

province in the years to come. 

 

 

 


