
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Tennis Ireland CLG which was held at  

Fota Island Hotel in Cork on Thursday 11th July 2019 

1.0 Attendance and Apologies 

In attendance:  

Billy Flynn (Lower Aghada), Eddie Ronayne (Rushbrooke), Frank McDonnell (Rushbrooke). 

Clifford Carroll (Ballinlough), Ron O’Mahoney (Sundays Well), Paul O’Sullivan (Tennis 

Ireland), Declan Connolly (Castleview), William Foley, Barbara Cooke (Castleview), Clifford 

Carroll, Paul O’Connor, Richard Fahey, Stephen Reid, Liam O’Donohoe, Shane Cooke, Robert 

Cummins, David O’Beirne, David Mullins, Leo O’Leary, Nickie Coffey, Joe Power (Tramore), 

Austin Pender (Wexford), Mary Higgins (Sundays Well), Aoifin Shorten (Connacht) and Kay 

Lonergan (Parks Tennis) 

In attendance: James Cooney, Roger Geraghty, June Ann Byrne, Ella McCarthy, and Aileen 

Rogan. 

2.0 Apologies 

David Barber, Sally Donegan, Louise Byrne, Rosamund Thompson, Letty Lucas and Ciara 

Jennings.  

2.0 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 16th June 2018 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting on the 16th June 2018 were approved by the 

meeting. Proposed by Eddie Ronayne and seconded by Billy Flynn 

3.0 To receive and consider the accounts for the Company for the year ended 31 December 

2018 together with the reports of the Directors and Auditors. 

Paul O’Connor, Director with responsibility for the Finance Portfolio provided a detailed overview 

of the accounts of the company; 

• Tennis Ireland income was up 4% to €2.563 million, reflecting growth initiatives across the 

various units  

• Overall expenditure was up 3% to €2.622 million, mainly in response to income growth 

factors  

• There was an accounting loss of just under €60k, but break even in terms of cashflow for the 

year 

• Tennis Ireland has a strong balance sheet showing overall €598k in cash reserves held mainly 

in the Branches and no borrowings 

• A New cloud-based accounting system was introduced at Head Office and is being rolled out 

to branches in 2019  



• Improved year end reconciliation processes gave rise to the write off of legacy imbalances 

between branches and Head Office, mostly recognised as a prior year adjustment in 2018 

accounts 

• Other process and control improvements will be implemented in 2019    

The 2018 Accounts were proposed by Billy Flynn and seconded by Eddie Roynane and approved 

by the meeting.  

Ron O’Mahoney asked if for future meetings a breakdown of the player capitation fee by 

Province be included. The Finance Director outlined that would be considered by the Board for 

next year’s AGM.  

4.0 Appointment of Robert Cummins as a Director 

Mary Higgins questioned the selection criteria put in place by Munster Branch.  

The Chairman outlined that this was a Branch issue in terms of selection and explained criteria 

needed to be in place for selection in sport. The criteria are reviewed every year and will be 

again this year.  

The appointment of Robert Cummins as a Director was proposed by Eddie Ronayne and 

seconded by Michael Murray 

5.0 Appointment of Clifford Carroll as a Director 

Proposed by Michael Murphy and seconded by Ron O’Mahoney  

6.0 Appointment of Liam O’Donohoe as a Director 

Proposed by Eddie Ronayne and seconded by Wayne Fitzpatrick. 

7.0 Appointment of Ciara Jennings as a Director 

Proposed by Aoifin Shorten and seconded by Wayne Fitzpatrick. 

8.0 To adopt a new Constitution 

David O’Beirne, Director with responsibility for Legal and Child Welfare Portfolio provided an 

overview that the Special Resolution presented was to amend the Constitution of the Company.  

This followed proposed changes to the Constitution by the Board appointed Constitution 

Committee which aimed to make the Constitution compliant with 2014 Company’s Act and to 

correct a number of misspellings and typos contained within the document.  The Special 

Resolution to amend the Constitution was approved unanimously. 

Proposed by Jacqui O’Mahoney and seconded by Wayne Fitzpatrick 

The formal business of the AGM concluded. 

 



Other Business 

Address by President Clifford Carroll 

The President Clifford Carroll welcomed the delegates to the Annual General Meeting of the 

Company.  

Report from the Chief Executive Officer.  

The Chief Executive presented his report to the meeting where he highlighted the progress made 

by the organisation at all levels over the last year with significant improvements being made in the 

competitions, commercial and development areas in particular.   

Some of the highlights of the year presented included; 

• The management of relationships with key stakeholders leading to a 22% rise in core and 

performance funding secured from Sport Ireland for the sport 

• The appointment of Paul O’Sullivan to the role of Commercial and Partnerships Manager 

• The delivery of Sports Capital Programme workshops leading to 71 club applications for over 

€6m in funding 

• 216 Tennis Ireland Sanctioned Tournaments in 85 venues with over 35,500 entries – a 15% 

rise 

• The delivery of the first Tennis Ireland Tour Weekend which saw 17 clubs host over 800 

matches over one weekend 

• Over 15,000 players playing in league tennis programmes 

• Almost 15,000 players participating in the Parks Tennis Programme 

• The launch of the National Senior Rankings 

• The hosting of 9 International events including the Irish Open which was won by Peter 

Bothwell and broadcast live on TG4 to almost 200,000 people, 3 ITF U18 events, 2 Tennis 

Europe events and the Junior and Super Senior 4 Nations championships  

• Georgia Drummy participating in three Grand Slam events and the Youth Olympics  

• Simon Carr, Peter Bothwell and Georgia Drummy winning their first Pro Tournaments 

• Over 500 players selected and being coached in Provincial Academy Programmes and 65 

players training with the National Tennis Academy 

• ITF Gold Standard Recognition for Tennis Ireland Coach Education Programme 

• Over 40 participants completed the Tennis Ireland Officiating Courses 

The AGM also heard from Tennis Ireland Competitions Manager, James Cooney, who updated 

the members on some of the new initiatives that are being implemented during 2019 and 2020.   

This will include a new Worldwide Ratings System for Tennis which is being developed by the 

ITF in conjunction with Tennis Ireland and Veteran’s Ranking which will go with the Senior 

Rankings launched earlier this year. 



The AGM heard that mini pamphlets are distributed to members of the National Tennis Academy 

A Sport Ireland anti-doping workshop is planned for September this year with members of the 

Academy, Academy staff and Sport Ireland Anti-Doping Education Officer. 

There were no adverse anti-doping findings to report.  

Anti-Doping Statistics 

Total number of in-competition tests carried out:  0 

Number of adverse findings:     0 

 

Billy Flynn thanked Richard and James on excellent presentations. He questioned if there was any 

clear directive from Tennis Ireland on employment of Tennis Ireland Licensed coaches. In 

response the Director of Development explained that Clubs should engage with licensed coaches, 

particularly from a safeguarding procedures point of view.  

Mary Higgins felt Munster could benefit from a coaches education programme as it is prohibitive 

travelling to Dublin. The CEO explained that we have trained more tutors this year but access to 

indoor facilities for the programme is important. There was a number of expressions of interest 

from candidates in Munster last year to hold a course there, but the candidates didn’t commit.  

Presentation of Provincial Reports 

Taken as read.  

Service to Tennis Awards 

Special recognition awards were presented by President Clifford Carroll to Martin Leahy, Ella 

McCarthy, Joe Power and June Ann Byrne in recognition of their services to Irish Tennis. 

Inauguration of Shane Cooke as President of Tennis Ireland.  

The meeting concluded with the inauguration of Mr Shane Cooke as President of Tennis Ireland 

for a two-year period. 

Kay Lonergan of Parks Tennis addressed the meeting. She stressed that it was vital that a 

national parks coordinator is appointed by December 2019 and that the ethos of the organization 

is kept. She questioned as to why this has not already been done and whether the organization 

had the finances to appoint a Co-Ordinator. She also suggested that a representative from Parks 

should attend or sit on the Tennis Ireland Board.  

 

The CEO thanked Kay for her words and explained that there was a body of work that needed to 

be done before an appointment would be made. He confirmed that the Company have budgeted 

to appoint a national coordinator by the final quarter of 2019. A Memorandum of Understanding 

needs to be agreed between Tennis Ireland and Parks Tennis.  

 

Board members Robert Cummins and Nickie Coffey expressed their support and assurance that 

the Board would be following through on this.  



 

Mary Higgins supported parks tennis as her children had been involved in their programmes.  

 

The meeting concluded.  


