TENNIS IN IRELAND 2017 MILESTONES
Foreword
As we approach the end of 2017 and I reflect on my first year in the
role of Chief Executive of Tennis Ireland it is appropriate to review
some of the key milestones achieved during the year and to look
forward to 2018 with great optimism.
Throughout my relatively brief tenure, I have, on many occasions,
drawn strength and motivation from meeting people involved in
Tennis in Ireland doing extraordinary things; volunteers, coaches,
parents and players; unsung heroes whose quiet dedication makes
them priceless to our sport.
There have been many accomplishments at local, regional, national
and international level this year. It has been a year of great progress
for our sport and for our organisation; new facilities were opened
and funding for additional facilities was secured, great tournaments
were held and our players and teams acquitted themselves well on
the international stage.
I have endeavored to present some of the key milestones in this
document and I hope they will provide a strong platform for us to
build upon in 2018.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in
Tennis in Ireland for their commitment and dedication, in particular,
our great volunteers and clubs without whom our sport could not
function and look forward to working closely with you in 2018.
Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2018.
Ballinlough Tennis
Club receiving their
Gold Clubmark
award

RICHARD FAHEY
Chief Executive
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● The Chief Executive met with 8 Government
Ministers, held numerous meetings with Sport
Ireland and Sport Northern Ireland officials in
2017 as part of a planned process to advocate
on behalf of Tennis.
● 42 Clubs attended a series of workshops held
by Tennis Ireland in order to support their
efforts to achieve a valid application to the
Sports Capital programme.
● 56 Local Tennis Projects received allocations
of almost €2.9m in funding under the 2017
Sports Capital Programme. The number of
tennis projects receiving an allocation this
year was more than double the number that
secured funding in the last round of
allocations in 2015. The amount of funding
allocated was over 2.5 times the amount
allocated in 2015.
● The average allocation to tennis clubs in the
Sports Capital Programme was 60% higher
than that provided to other sports.
● National Academy Player, Simon Carr qualified
and played in all 4 Junior Grand Slams and
reached the last 16 of the US Open.
● The Irish Davis Cup team of James McGee, Sam
Barry, David O’Hare and Peter Bothwell led by
Conor Niland won promotion to Group II for
2018.
● 35,255 players participated in open
tournaments held around the Country.
● 3 successful ITF Professional events were hosted
in Ireland.
● 3 ITF Junior and 2 Tennis Europe Tournaments to
give our up and coming players an opportunity
to earn International ranking points were held.
● Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Co Council sponsored
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the DLR International Tennis Championships at
Carrickmines Tennis Club.
Funding was sourced for the purchase of new
Strength and Conditioning equipment for the
National Training Centre and 4 Provincial
Academies.
In partnership with Fitzwilliam LTC, The AIG
Ladies Irish Open was held in Ireland for the first
time since 2002, with Irish Number 1, Sinead
Lohan reaching the final of the singles event.
Simon Carr and Sam Barry reached the semifinals of the Men’s event.
The AIG Irish Open was broadcast live for the
first time on television and attracted an
audience of 130,000 people.
65 players currently training in the 2017/2018
National Tennis Academy programme in DCU.
9 workshops for parents and national and
regional coaches were delivered in 2017.
255 players are involved in our Regional
Academy programmes.
20 Level 1 Coaches, 8 Level 2 Coaches and 8
Level 3 Coaches have qualified through our
Coach Education programme this past year. The
newly created Tennis Leaders Course was
delivered to over 200 participants.
Tennis Ireland supported the hosting of the TCI
National Coaches conference at the National
Tennis Centre with over 200 participants attending.
800 players with a range of disabilities
participated in our Enjoy Tennis programme
which is delivered in 65 clubs countrywide.
Representation at the World Wheelchair Team
Championships where the Irish team finished
13th.
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● Representation for the first time at the Blind
Tennis Championships. Willem Roode came 3rd
in the B3 Class, David Nason and Roisin
Dermody reached the quarter-finals in the main
draw, Johnny McInerney, the team´s youngest
player, reached the final of the B2 consolation
tournament.
● Tennis Ireland was awarded Best National
Governing Body at the CARA National Inclusion
awards in 2017.
● €70,000 in new funding was secured for the
Enjoy Tennis Programme.
● Our Women in Sport Programme quadrupled
from the original target of 3,000 participants
to 12,479.
● A new facilities toolkit has been developed
and will be available to clubs in January 2018.
● 15,540 children participated in the Spring,
Summer and Autumn Parks Tennis
Programmes which were supported
financially and operationally by Tennis Ireland
● 660 Garda Vetting applications processed.
● Ballinlough were the first club in the Country
to achieve the Gold mark award in 2017.
● Shared Access were announced as the new
sponsor of the 2018 and 2019 Junior and
Senior National Indoor Championships
● We launched the first ever national referee’s
course in partnership with the ITUA -34 new
officials were certified in 2017.
● 107 clubs received updated versions of the
Tournament Software.

● A discounted tennis ball scheme was made
available to Clubs for the running of their
permitted tournaments.
● An automatic code violations feature in
tournament software was implemented.
● An automated tournament permit
application process was implemented via our
tournament software thus reducing the
administrative burden on clubs.
● 126 clubs were visited by the Chief Executive
and President, Clifford Carroll in 2017.
● Over 1200 people were directly consulted as
part of the development of the new Tennis
Ireland strategy which will be launched in
early 2018.
● 11 Tennis Ireland Board meetings were held
in 2017.
● A Review into the operation of the Board was
carried out and recommendations are
currently being implemented.
● 85 % compliance with the Governance Code
ahead of Sport Ireland’s Jan 2019 deadline.
Tennis Ireland will be fully compliant by
January 2018.
● In an effort to increase our influence at
international level we now have
representation on the Tennis Europe
Development Committee and the ITF Seniors
Committee.
● We have increased our following on Facebook
by 23% and on Twitter by 9% over the course
of the year.
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